Characterization of hemorrhages in the ham topsides and tenderloins of slaughter pigs.
The aim of the study was to characterize the different types of muscle hemorrhages in the ham and tenderloin of CO2-stunned slaughter pigs. The distinct types of hemorrhages were characterized according to their distribution and size. The hemorrhages in the ham were multiple, pinpoint hemorrhages predominantly distributed in the caudal part of the muscle. The hemorrhages in the tenderloin were single and circular, located either at the tip or the head. Histologically, three distinct types of hemorrhages were observed. Type 1, which was peracute (<4h old), and present in both the ham and the tenderloin. Type 2, which was acute (>4h old), and restricted to the ham. Type 3 contained bone marrow and cartilage, was peracute (< 4h old) and restricted to the tenderloin.